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AGRICULTURAL VALUE OF IMPERMEABLE SEEDS 


By Grorce T. HarrIncrTon, 
Scientific Assistant, Seed Laboratory, Bureau of Plant Industry 
INTRODUCTION 

During the years 1909 to 1916, inclusive, many germination tests of 
lots of clover and alfalfa seed were made for the purpose of determining 
the agricultural value of the impermeable seeds. A smaller number of 
tests of winter vetch, okra, and other seeds were made for the same 
purpose. 

Impermeable seeds, in the sense in which the term is used in this 
paper, are seeds whose coats are impermeable to water at temperatures 
favorable for germination. In the majority of plants which produce 
impermeable seeds this feature of the seed coat results from the peculiar 
character of its outer layer of cells, which may, in addition, be covered 
by a continuous cuticle. 

Such seeds have been aescribed by numerous investigators, including 
the present author, under the term “hard seeds.’”’ Guppy (9)! has, 
however, introduced a more appropriate term, ‘impermeable seeds,” 
which will be used in the present paper. The term is relative, as imper- 
meable seeds are capable of becoming permeable. While in the imper- 
meable condition they remain very hard and dry, even when surrounded 
by water. When they become permeable, they absorb water readily, 
becoming soft and swollen. Naturally no seed can germinate while in 
the impermeable condition. In speaking of the germination of imper- 
meable seeds, therefore, one means simply the germination of seeds 
which were impermeable at some previous time. 

Many species of plants produce both impermeable seeds and seeds 
whose coats are readily permeable to water at one or more points. 
According to Guppy (9), these two types of seed can easily be distin- 
guished by structural differences in certain plants (Entada polystachya and 
Axyris amaranthoides), but this is not true of any of the plants considered 
in this paper. 

Verschaffelt (18) has investigated the relative permeability to both 
water and other liquids of different areas of the seed coats of a large 





1 Reference is made by number to “‘ Literature cited,”’ p. 796. 
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number of plants which produce impermeable seeds. The present 
author has found that many of the seeds of the species of plants considered 
in this paper are more readily permeable to water in the region of the 
chalaza than elsewhere. 

Nobbe arid Haenlein (16), Gola (8), Ewart (7), Rees (17), and Guppy 
(9) have given us a good idea of the distribution among the natural plant 
families of species which produce impermeable seeds. All agree upon the 
Leguminosae as far surpassing all other families in this respect. Many 
other families also contain species which produce impermeable seeds. 


OCCURRENCE OF IMPERMEABLE SEEDS IN CULTIVATED SPECIES 


The peanut (Arachis hypogaea) excepted, probably all commercially 
important legumes cultivated in the United States produce a greater or 
less percentage of impermeable seeds. The percentage is small or fails 
entirely with spring vetch (Vicia sativa L.), some varieties of soybeans 
(Soja max (L.) Piper), kidney beans (Phaseolus vulgaris ,.), Lima beans 
(Phaseolus lunatus .), garden peas (Pisum sativum L.), and the newly 
introduced black bitter vetch (Vicia ervilia (L.) Willd.). 

Table I shows the percentage of impermeable seeds in the commercial 
samples of a number of small-seeded legumes which have been tested by 
the Seed Laboratory during the six years 1904 to 1909. 


TaBLE I.—Percentages of impermeable seeds in small-seeded legumes tested during the 
years 1904 to 1909 





Percentage of impermeable seeds. 





Kind of seed. Number of | 


lots tested 
Maximum. | Minimum, Average. 





Red clover (Trifolium pratense L.)...... 1, 642 46 
Alsike clover (Trifolium hyridum L.)..... 304 
White clover (Trifolium repense L.)..... 125 
White sweet clover (Melilotus alba Desv.) 37 
Alfalfa (Medicago sativa L..) 1,937 
Wiater vetch (Vicia villosa Roth.) ....... 30 
Spring vetch (Vicia sativa L..). . i 28 0. 96 
Cowpea (Vigna sinensis (Torner)Savi) * . , 37 3. §5 
Toothed bur clover (Medicago hispida 

denticulata (Willd) Urban) 6 48. 08 
Spotted bur clover (Medicago arbica (L.) 

Huds.) ?. 71. 67 
Yellow-fiowered sickle lucern (Medicago 

sativa falcata (L.) Déll) }. 86 ; 49. 72 
Yellow trefoil (Medicago lnpulina L. y 10 46 10. 45 


g. 61 
10. 16 
17. 30 
42. 39 
13. 81 
20. 97 


©o000HO0O 

















1 Only two years’ tests. 2 Only one year’s tests. 


Recent investigations by the author (10) show that the first four 
species of plants in Table I produce very much higher percentages of 
impermeable seeds than are indicated and that many of the seed coats 
become permeable to water during the operation of hulling the seeds. 

Important nonleguminous plants which produce impermeable seeds are 
okra (Hibiscus esculentus L.) and hollyhock (Althea rosea (L.) Cav.), both 
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belonging to the Malvaceae, atriplex (Atriplex spp.), of the Chenopodia- 
ceae, alfilaria (Erodiwm cicutarium (L.) L’Hér.), of the Geraniaceae, 
asparagus (Asparagus officinalis .), of the Convallariaceae, morning- 
glory (Ipomea purpurea (L.) Lam.), of the Convolvulaceae, and canna 
(Canna indica L.), of the Cannaceae. The cherry-tomato (Physalis 
pubescens L.), of the Solanaceae, occasionally has some impermeable 
seeds. 
LONGEVITY OF IMPERMEABLE SEEDS 


Although stating that some seeds with readily permeable coats may 
retain their vitality for many years in dry air, Ewart (7) was inclined 
to attribute extreme longevity of seeds in the soil exclusively to the 
impermeability of the seed coats. In contrast to Ewart’s conclusion the 
work of Duvel,! Beal (1-5), and others indicates that great longevity 
of seeds even in moist soil may sometimes be the result of factors entirely 
independent of an impermeable seed coat. There is no doubt, however, 
that the possession of such a seed coat contributes to the length of life 
of the seed by decreasing or entirely preventing respiration and imbibi- 
tion and, in general, by reducing the rapidity with which all physical 
and chemical changes take place within the seed. The seeds which 
Ewart (7) and Rees (17) have shown to retain their viability for 15 to 50 
years or longer are almost exclusively seeds with impermeable seed coats. 
Beal, however, found the seeds of some typically permeable seeds (for 
example, Brassica nigra) viable after 30 years in the soil. 

Becquerel (6) has reported the germination of impermeable seeds of 
three leguminous plants over 80 years old, and Ewart (7) mentions 
several plants as germinating from 5 to 80 per cent when over 50 years 
old. 

According to Ewart, the curves of viability based on the germinating 
capacity of seeds of known age suggest 150 to 250 years as the probable 
extreme longevity of any known seed. 


EXPERIMENTAL WORK DURING 1909-1916 


The major part of the work reported in this paper was done with the 
seeds of red clover, alsike clover, white clover, white sweet clover, alfalfa, 
hairy vetch (Vicia villosa Roth.), and okra. A small amount of work was 
done also with seeds of crimson clover (Trifolium incarnatum L.), black 
locust (Robinia pseudacacia \,.), kidney bean (Phaseolus vulgaris L.), 
garden and field peas (Pisum sativium \.), cowpeas, and Chamaecrista 
nicitans L. Muench. 

Nearly all chamber tests and greenhouse tests were made with two 
samples of 100 seeds each from each lot of seed tested. In some cases 
the number available was small and less than 200 seeds were used. A 
number of tests of okra were made with two lots of 50 seeds each. In the 








1 Unpublished data. 
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field from 250 to 500 seeds were used in testing each lot, 500 being tested 
in nearly every case. 

In all of the germination tests which were conducted in the germinating 
chambers folded blue blotting paper free from soluble dye was used as 
germinating beds for the seeds of the clovers, alfalfa, black locust, and 
Chamaecrista nicitans, and folded canton flannel for the seeds of the other 
kinds of plants. In the green house tests both sand and steam-sterilized 
potting soil were used. 


VIABILITY OF IMPERMEABLE SEEDS 


In May and June, 1914, 128 lots of seed from 1 to 5 years old were tested 
for germination, and the viability of the seeds remaining impermeable 
after six days was determined and compared with the viability of the 
seeds which softened in the first six days of the test.!. Table II sum- 
marizes the results. 

TaBLE I1.—Viability of impermeable seeds from 1 to § years old 














Average percentage of— 
os : Number vene. sis 
ccna taneiunman of lots. Germina- Imperme- Py neared cman 
tion. | able seeds, | C1 tmperme- | ‘softened 
| able seeds. in six days. 

ud at io 
Red clover: 

GC VOANS. os ov aiviny viwwine ca 21 34 59 99 83 

RN shins ook a hens epee | 5 43 43 96 75 

Se Noe Aer | 9 34 58 99 81 

SRNR eS ane | II 39 60 99 98 

OES RE Ee Pe ee ree 8 26 74 100 99 
Alsike clover | 

PERN ahd nipueente rss eres 4 15 81 100 79 

sae o iss 3 gneiss 6 7 go 100 70 

RU NG, coe tne ee | 5 6 go 100 60 
White clover 

BONER ssa sis eae ee saa | I 8 | 82 95 44 

DAMME Sin eso eerste es | 6 8 | go 100 80 

hb ha 9 RE OR Se 4 12 87 100 92 
Sweet clover: 

ON es OR atau’ 2 2. 5 98 100 75 

Pau eve uwleercnes 12 4 95 98 80 

oe Ee BER To: 3 10 89 100 gI 
Alfalfa: | 

Ce ee Sib cssatn aoe 6 71 25 100 95 

Te gj LORE TICE | 5 69 28 100 96 

DE acta sien. See parece an 7 67 32 100 99 
Hairy vetch: | 

So SEER er ae er I 57 8 100 61 

TMM cits en cess aewers 3 59 17 100 71 
Crimson clover: 2 years....... 2 65 26 100 88 
ROMO: ROBE 0:9. us-si0n so 600 die 5 9 87 92 69 
Chamaecrista nicitans: 

Oe ee I 36 43 85 63 
Robinia pseudacacia: 

At teaat © years... 6.2.55. I 25 54 95 54 














1 To determine the viability of the impermeable seeds, the seed coats of 20 seeds from each lot (or all 
seeds remaining impermeable after six days if not more than 20) were cut with a knife, and these seeds with 
cut seed coats were then subjected to germination conditions for seven days. 
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Over go per cent of the impermeable seeds were viable in every case, 
except the lot of seed of Chamaecrista nicitans. In most cases 100 per 
cent were viable. The average percentage of viability of the impermeable 
seeds was invariably greater than of the seeds which softened within 
six days. The difference ranged from 1 per cent to over 50 per cent— 
the latter with 3-year-old white-clover seed—and in general increased 
with the age of the seed. 


RATE OF SOFTENING OF IMPERMEABLE SEEDS WHEN KEPT IN WET BLOTTERS 


Table III shows the average rates of softening of seeds which had re- 
mained impermeable after 10 days in wet blotters. These seeds were kept 
in wet blotters for three years. 


TABLE III.—Rate of softening of impermeable seeds when kept in wet blotters 


























| Average percentage of im- 
Average permeable seeds as shown in 
| preceding column which sof- 

Kind of seed. Description.! > i — ee 
* | permeable _—____—____—— 

after 10 . i , 

days. |month.| year. | years. | years. 
| | | ~ 
Red clover..........| Hand-gathered......| 20 86 8} 30 44 | 55 
13 A eee | Commercial........ | 6 II 9 27| 45 55 
Alsike clover........ | Hand-gathered..... .| 2 gt 9 52| 63 66 
DN erst canes | Commercial........ oe. 14 7| 2x] 28 28 
WEG GIOVE. oe 0s f once Mees sens ce a 5 30 3 13] 23 30 
Sweet clover....... | Hand-gathered...... 2 97 5 a7| 48 44 
NE og Siew ae es | Commercial........ 4 24 8| earl] 2 37 
Alfalfa..............| Hand-gathered...... | x0 70 46 | 07 99 100 
BI Sa Sawn sien | Commercial........ | 8 20 1o| 70| go] 95 
Hairy vetch....... | Hand-gathered......| 2 a 65 13| 85] 97] 98 
Crimson clover.....|..... < | Sates | 2 45 42| 93] 100|...... 
N recheticxed | Commercial. ....... 5 12 OP OOP losaccabeivess 
GH eccucdx unset Jes eins CP ee ee 5 @56| 34 oI 96 | 98 





1 All hand-gathered lots of seed were gathered and hulled by hand a few days before the beginning of 
the tests. Commercial lots were of uncertain age, probably in most cases a little less than 1 year old. 
@ After 15 days. 

1. Less than 10 per cent of the seeds of red clover, alsike clover, white 
clover, and sweet clover which remained impermeable after 10 days 
softened in one month; and from about one-third to a little over one- 
half of them softened in three years. 

2. Nearly all of the impermeable seeds of alfalfa, hairy vetch, okra, 
and crimson clover which remained after 10 days softened in one year 
in wet blotters, but a very few of all except crimson clover remained 
impermeable after three years. There is a marked contrast in this respect 
between these species of plants and those named in the preceding 
paragraph. 

3. The impermeable seeds in hand-gathered lots of alsike-clover seed 
and alfalfa seed softened much more rapidly than the impermeable seeds 
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in commercial lots of seed of the same plants. There was but little 
difference in this respect between the impermeable seeds of hand-gathered 
lots and commercial lots of the other species of plants. 

Almost all of the seeds of each kind of plant which softened at any time 
during the three years germinated and produced vigorous seedlings. 

Besides seeds of the species given in Table II a few impermeable seeds 
of kidney bean, garden pea, and cowpea were included in the tests. All 
of the beans and peas softened and germinated within three months, 
and all of the cowpeas within eight months. 


INFLUENCE OF MATURITY ON THE RATE OF SOFTENING OF IMPERMEABLE 
RED-CLOVER AND ALSIKE-CLOVER SEEDS IN WET BLOTTERS 


The lots of hand-gathered seed included under Table III were 
thoroughly mature and dry in the heads before being removed from the 
plants. Figure 1 shows graphically the comparative rates of softening 
of such well-matured impermeable red-clover seed and of impermeable 
red-clover seed of two other degrees of maturity. 

Seven of the eight lots of slightly immature seed were gathered at the 
same time and from the same cultivated rows of plants as were seven 
of the eight lots of mature seed, the former being taken from heads 
which were slightly green and succulent, the latter from black, dry heads. 
The three lots of light, immature seed used in the comparison were sepa- 
rated from three of the lots of slightly immature seed by a gravity blowing 
machine. Only seeds of good appearance, though frequently of small 
size in the immature lots, were used in the tests. 

The average percentages of the mature seeds, the slightly immature 
seeds, and the more immature seeds which remained impermeable after 
10 days in wet blotters and from which the rates of softening were 
calculated were respectively 84, 72, and 27. 

Of the impermeable seeds from lots of light, immature seed, 78 per 
cent softened in one month and 1oo per cent in 13 months. In contrast 
to this, only 5 per cent of the impermeable seeds from lots of well-matured 
seed softened in one month and 44 per cent of them remained imperme- 
able after three years. 

The differences in the rate of softening of impermeable seeds from 
lots of mature and immature seeds of alsike clover were similar to those 
shown for red-clover seed. No other species of plants were investigated 
for rate of softening. 

Hiltner (11) has shown that the percentage of impermeable seeds and 
the rate at which they soften when placed under conditions favorable to 
imbibition may in some cases be greatly altered by previous drying. 
Although only seeds which seemed to be thoroughly dry were used in these 
experiments, it is possible that artificial desiccation of the less mature 
lots would have increased the percentages of impermeable seeds and de- 
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creased the rate at which they softened. As will be shown later, how- 
ever (p. 775), moderate heating of thoroughly air-dried seeds of these 
plants has little or no effect under ordinary conditions. 
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MONTHS AND YEARS 


Fic. 1.—Curves showing the rate of softening of impermeable red-clover seeds of different degrees of maturity. 
ESTIMATION OF THE GERMINABILITY OF IMPERMEABLE SEEDS 


It is evident from the preceding discussion that it is impossible to 
estimate in advance what proportion of the impermeable seeds of a 
given lot will germinate under ordinary germination conditions in any 
given length of time. At one time Nobbe (14) proposed that one-third 
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of the seeds of red clover remaining impermeable after 10 days be 
reckoned as capable of germinating in one year. He later tested in 
distilled water 66 lots of red-clover seed from various sources, using 
1,000 seeds of each lot. From 2.4 to 90 per cent of the seeds of the 
different lots which remained impermeable after 10 days softened in 
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Fic. 2.—Curves showing the rate of softening and of germination of impermeable red-clover seeds of 
different lots. 


distilled water in one year. On the basis of these results Nobbe (15) 
abandoned his previous position as untenable. 











Different lots of seeds of any one of the species of plants included in 
Table III illustrate differences in the rate of softening of the impermeable 
seeds which are comparable to those reported by Nobbe. Figure 2 
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shows graphically the differences in this respect between four lots of red- 
clover seed. Lot 2 was commercial seed, while the other lots were seed 
which had been gathered and hulled by hand. While lot 3 was thoroughly 
dry when gathered, lots 1 and 4 were gathered when the heads were 
slightly green. 

The lower of each pair of lines indicates the progress of germination 
of one lot of seed, the upper line the sum of percentages of germination 
and of impermeable seeds, and the space between the two lines of the 
pair the percentage of seeds which were impermeable at any given time. 

1. All of the seeds of lots 1 and 4 softened and practically all germi- 
nated in, respectively, six months and two years. Yet only about 40 
per cent of the impermeable seeds of lots 2 and 3 softened and germi- 
nated in three years. 

2. Since the percentages of seeds of lots 1 and 4 which remained im- 
permeable during the first 10 days were about the same as of lots 2 and 3, 
it is evident that the original percentage of impermeable seeds bears no 
relation to the rate at which these will soften or germinate. 

3. It should be emphasized that the differences in maturity of the 
different lots of seed were not noticeable in the appearance of the seeds 
and offered, therefore, no basis for estimating the percentages of im- 
permeable seeds which the different lots contained or the rates at which 
these impermeable seeds would soften. 


RATE AT WHICH IMPERMEABLE SEEDS BECOME PERMEABLE WHEN STORED IN MANILA 
ENVELOPES 


Hand-gathered, hand-hulled seeds were tested for germination and 
impermeable seeds after being stored in manila envelopes for different 
lengths of time. The first test of each lot was begun a few days after 
the seeds were harvested, and the last test in some cases more than 41% 
years later. 

Table IV shows the calculated average percentages of the originally 
impermeable seeds in some of these lots of seed which became permeable 
in one month, one year, two years, three years, and four years. Loss of 
permeability during storage is indicated by the minus (—) sign. 

1. The impermeable seeds of red clover, alsike clover, white clovef, 
and sweet clover became permeable very slowly in dry storage. The 
red-clover seed changed more rapidly than the other kinds of clover 
seed, but less than one-half of the impermeable seeds of this species 
became permeable in four years. 

2. The percentages of impermeable seeds in lots of alsike-clover, white- 
clover, and sweet-clover seed gathered in 1912 increased slightly during 
the first year and then remained about constant during the second year. 
This initial increase is probably due to the seed’s being tested the first 
time before it was thoroughly dry. A similar increase occurred in a few 
lots of red-clover and alfalfa seed. 
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TaBLE IV.—Rate at which impermeable seeds became permeable when stored in manila 
envelopes 





—_— Calculated average percentage of the im- 
percent-| permeable seeds as shown in preceding 























a ee = column which became permeable in 
i - fi - ime indi 
Kind of seed. which | ber of | meable eat semana 
grown. lots. | seeds 
when 
gath- I I 2 3 4 
ered. | month.) year. | years. | years. | years. 
| | 
\{ 1909} 12 89 i eer eee ee 33 35 
BE GIIGEE ovo vivvcacecaves IQIO | 5 th eee 14 Yee 48 
\( 1911 | 9 BGs: < suid RE eS Oe eee 
ik 7 |) IgIr 4 i eee Pilsiccecst' Bfrevesc 
mpi PROM cies Sauhes { sors | 6 ey dat 2 Ky a Si 
WOE SIOVET.......00s0c0005 mapas] 6 | eee — § | — 2 |oceovefeseees 
WOROUCIBVET i 65 sive cs sess | xor2| 12 Bes. stare PEF) HEM facaewi leo es.0s 
Alfalfa { IgII 6 tl eee 24 (Kh eee Cece 
Spe arene peer ree \\ r912 4 60 - rene Cn Geen Gocnar 
— 1909 I 2 ere Cee Cee go 95 
Hairy mmm ain 1913 ay rere a] CRC CRE) ae ee 

















. va Ly nage ang ot was grown by the Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction, Bureau of 

3. Impermeable alfalfa and hairy-vetch seed ' became permeable more 
rapidly than impermeable clover seed, 82 per cent of one lot of hairy- 
vetch seed becoming permeable in one year. 

Besides the kinds of seed given in Table IV, five lots of okra seed 
gathered in 1911 were tested when fresh and six months, two years, 
and three years later. When fresh, all seeds softened and an average 
of 98 per cent germinated. Six months later only 23 per cent germinated 
and 71 per cent were impermeable. During the following two and one- 
half years very little change in permeability occurred. 

It should be added that there was a slight decrease in the viability of 
the red-clover seed during the third and fourth years, and a large de- 
crease in the viability of the vetch seed during the fourth year. 


VARIATION IN THE RATE AT WHICH IMPERMEABLE SEEDS OF A SINGLE 
SPECIES BECOME PERMEABLE 


The impermeable seeds in some of the lots included in Table IV 
became permeable in dry storage much more rapidly than those of 
other lots of the same kinds of plants. In fact, the percentage of the 
impermeable seeds in different lots of red-clover seed which became 
permeable in four years varied from about 15 to about 80. This varia- 
tion is further emphasized by the results of tests conducted in the fall 
and winter of 1914-15 and in September and December, 1915, using 





1 The vetch seeds in the lots here considered were thoroughly dry and black when first tested. Vetch 
seed, while it remains green in color and has a high water content, contains but a small percentage of im- 
permeable seed or none. This percentage increases in storage for a time before any decrease takes place. 
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exclusively seeds grown in1914.!_ Table V shows the average percentages 
of the viable seeds which were impermeable in the two tests and the 
calculated average and maximum percentages of the seeds, impermeable 
when freshly gathered, which became permeable in the interval of about 
one year between the two tests. 


TaBLeE V.—Change in permeability of clover and alfalfa seeds during the first year after 

















harvesting 
Calculated percent- 
Average percentage ages of the seeds, 
of viable seeds impermeable when 
oe which — im- fresh, hnnwn Be be- 
Kind of see. Manner of | Tf'sam- | Pemmeable. ———wn 
‘“ ples. 
Fresh ryear | 4 vera, Max- 
; old. se.) imum. 
REG CIOCER, so. 5' 5:00: 05:53:00 es 220 92 87 6 52 
Were aes sha eo vaaseee RET Machine. 207 17 14 19 1 40 
Alsike cClover.....5.00605.00 6) BAGH... 12 gI 9! i Ree 
1 SOR rere Machine. 37 18 16 10 1 26 
White Clovef. ......06600005-) ERM 0: 8 98 go 8 55 
1 errr ce Machine 5 34 28 18 140 
WWECE COVER icc cc cr ense ce Hand.... 6 98 98 Grist canes 
PES ser cccctcsccernne nen Sawtl Machine. 2 32 7 60 87 























1 These calculations are based only on lots of which 30 per cent or more were impermeable when tested 
the first time. 


The hand-hulled lots contained very large percentages and the machine- 
lulled lots comparatively small percentages of impermeable seeds. With 
few exceptions in the case of single lots of seed, the impermeable seeds 
in the hand-hulled lots became permeable more slowly than those in the 
machine-hulled lots. 

The average results for all lots showed that not more than 8 per cent 
of the impermeable seeds in hand-hulled lots of the different kinds of 
clover seed had become permeable during the interval between the two 
tests; yet over 50 per cent of the impermeable seeds in one lot each of 
hand-hulled red-clover seed and hand-hulled white-clover s :d became 
permeable. 

The case of the hand-hulled white-clover seed is especially interest- 
ing. Eight lots averaged 98 per cent of impermeable seeds when fresh. 
Only 1 per cent of the impermeable seeds in seven of these lots became 
permeable in a little over a year. Of the impermeable seeds in the other 
lot 36 per cent became permeable in two months, 45 per cent in three 
months, and 55 per cent in 14 months. Nothing in the appearance of 
the different lots of seed either of white clover or of the other kinds indi- 
cated that any differences would be found in the rate at which the 
impermeable seeds became permeable. 





1 The results of the special investigation on impermeable clover seed conducted in the fall and winter 
of 1914-15 have been published elsewhere (10). 
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It should be added that no change could be detected in the viability 
of the seeds during the interval between the two tests except in case of 
the machine-hulled lots of red-clover seed and of alfalfa seed. With 
these there was a very slight decrease in viability. 


INFLUENCE OF MATURITY ON THE RATE AT WHICH IMPERMEABLE RED- 
CLOVER SEEDS BECOME PERMEABLE IN MANILA ENVELOPES 


Four lots of red-clover seed were gathered in July, 1910. This was 
the earliest seed of a good grade that could be obtained from the plants 
in question. Four other lots of seed were gathered from the same culti- 
vated rows of plants in October, 1910. ‘ 

The average percentages of impermeable seeds in the lots of seed 
gathered in July and in October were, respectively, 71 and 82. When 
again tested for germination two years later, the average percentages 
of impermeable seeds were 35 and 62. In other words, one-half of the 
impermeable seeds in the less mature lots which were gathered in July 
and one-fourth of those in the more mature lots which were gathered 
in October became permeable in two years. There was practically no 
change in viability during the two years. 


COMPARATIVE RATES AT WHICH IMPERMEABLE SEEDS BECOME PERMEABLE 
IN WET BLOTTERS AND IN DRY STORAGE 


A comparison of Tables III and IV shows that impermeable seeds 
become permeable more rapidly when kept under germination condi- 
tions than when stored dry. The difference in rates varies widely among 
different lots of the same species. 

Between 20 and 40 per cent more of the majority of the lots of hand- 
hulled red-clover seed remained impermeable after four years in dry 
storage than after four years in wet blotters. With a few lots of red- 
clover seed, however, the differences were less than 5 per cent, and with 
a few other lots the differences were between 50 and 60 per cent. 

Figure 3 represents graphically the changes in the percentage of im- 
permeable seeds of typical lots of red clover, alsike clover, sweet clover, 
and alfalfa seed when kept in wet blotters and when stored dry in manila 
envelopes for various periods. 

1. With each species the percentage of impermeable seeds decreased 
more rapidly in wet blotters than in dry storage. 

2. The percentage of impermeable seeds decreased more rapidly during 
the first year than during succeeding years both in wet blotters and in 
dry storage. 


PRODUCTION OF SEEDLINGS IN SOIL BY IMPERMEABLE LEGUMINOUS SEEDS 


Comparative tests were made in germinating chambers, in a greenhouse, 
and in soil outdoors, using lots of seed with varying percentages of 
impermeable seeds. The results of these tests indicate that, with rare 
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exceptions, very few of the impermeable seeds of the different kinds of 
clover, except crimson clover, will produce seedlings in the soil even in 
three months at temperatures such as prevail in late spring or in summer. 
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Fic. 3.—Curves showing the changes in the permeability of seeds in wet blotters and in dry storage for 
various periods. 


The case of alfalfa, crimson clover, and the larger-seeded species is 
different. It was calculated that varying percentages of the impermeable 
seeds of alfalfa, hairy vetch, Canada field pea, cowpea, and okra pro- 
duced seedlings in a few days or weeks both in a moderately warm 
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greenhouse and in greenhouse flats in which tests were conducted out- 
doors in warm weather. 

In one experiment it was calculated that 16 per cent of the impermeable 
red-clover seeds, 5 per cent of the impermeable white-clover and sweet- 
clover seeds, and 38 per cent of the impermeable alfalfa seeds produced 
seedlings in greenhouse flats in three months. In the same time 5, 2, 3, 
and 8 per cent, respectively, germinated in a germinating chamber at 
room temperature, the rest remaining impermeable. 

On June 7, 1909, seeds remaining impermeable during germination 
tests in germinating chambers were sowed in soil in large greenhouse flats, 
which were then set outdoors in the warm space between two greenhouses. 
The soil was kept watered, and observations were continued until Novem- 
ber 30, 1909. During the latter half of November the temperature fell 
below freezing several times, but the last few days of the test were warm. 
The results of the tests are summarized in Table VJ. 


TaBLE VI.—Production of seedlings by leguminous seeds which remained impermeable 
during germination tests 












































Percentage of seeds w hich produced seedlings 
Number in— 
Kind of seed and test No. of — = 
used. 
| 1 month. | 2 months. 3 months. 6 months. 
| | 

Red clover: | | 
IES sexta ei sloen cia Kine BRIE ee ee IIo 5 7 | 8 8 
ce 109 | 12 16 | 17 28 
83843... ee eee ee ee eee eee eee eens 76 3 5 | 5 5 
85272 Ree ese ee ee ee er oes 87 | 5 7 7 9 
N65 se nh ackeingies So AS SAeRa AOD 43 5 5 5 5 
Se eRe Or 30 17 23 23 37 
Re OT hg Pee ee: 25 | 8 8 12 16 
NE ie kccsaauen nessun 6 | 10 II | 14 

Sweet clover | 
nike kt ea tates coca e cute-oo ries 195 | 3 4} 4 G14 

Alfalfa: | | 
EES ascacte oie ures shi 12 | 75 92 | 92 2 
RUIN Sista eten(os ose a ce oan sein a os em 75 | 53 57 | 57 59 
PEN: occa raeerepiies nies spap ee ers | 30 | 80 go | go go 
| COREE a ECE Mire ae | Ore 69 80 80 80 

Hairy vetch: | 
WMV Ss ca seaucas Pa.e ed seis samalene oes 24 38 38 | 38 38 




















@ During the first 5 months of the experiment 4 per cent were eouhenls the remaining ro per cent 
during the last few days of the experiment, following the freezing of the soil. 


1. Only 14 per cent of the impermeable sweet-clover seeds and an 
average of 14 per cent of the impermeable red-clover seeds produced 
seedlings in six months. 
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2. An average of 69 per cent of the impermeable alfalfa seeds produced 
seedlings in one month, and an average of 80 per cent in two months, 
after which only one new seedling appeared in the next four months. 

3. Thirty-eight per cent of the one lot of impermeable hairy-vetch 
seeds produced seedlings in one month, after which no new seedlings 
appeared. 

4. It is worthy of notice that after four months, during which no new 
sweet-clover seedlings appeared, 10 per cent of the seeds used produced 
seedlings in a few days following the cold weather in November. This 
is particularly interesting in the light of subsequent results. 


EFFECT OF DIFFERENT CONDITIONS UPON THE GERMINATION OF IMPER- 
MEABLE SEEDS IN SOIL 


It has been shown that some seeds which would be reported as imper- 
meable according to the chamber tests will produce seedlings in a com- 
paratively short time in the soil. Experiments were conducted to deter- 
mine the effects of separate factors. 

Comparative tests showed that neither moistening the blotters which 
were used for germinating bed with strong aqueous soil extracts nor the 
alternate wetting and drying of the seeds at frequent intervals affects the 
rate of softening of impermeable clover seeds. 

Neither the depth of planting nor the firmness of the soil nor the con- 
servation of surface moisture by shading affected the precentage of seed- 
ling production by impermeable clover and alfalfa seeds in greenhouse 
tests, except when the seeds were planted over 34 inch deep. Fewer seéd- 
lings reached the surface of the soil from seeds planted 1 inch deep than 
from seeds planted 14 to 34 inch deep. 

On the other hand, certain factors influenced the softening of im- 
permeable seeds and would probably affect the production of seedlings in 
the soil. These factors will be considered in the following sections. 


EFFECT OF HIGH TEMPERATURES UPON THE GERMINATION OF IMPERMEABLE CLOVER 
AND ALFALFA SEEDS 


Dry HEATING.—Storing seeds for 6 months in a dry atmosphere at 
45° C. slightly increased the subsequent germination of previously imper- 
meable alfalfa seeds, but had no effect upon impermeable seeds of red 
clover or sweet clover. These results differ from results obtained by 
Hiltner (11). This author found that drying red-clover seed for eight days 
at 35° slightly increased both the percentage which remained hard after 
a 10-day germination test and the percentage which softened but did not 
germinate. 

Heating at 50° C. for 21 hours had no effect upon the softening or ger- 
mination of impermeable seeds of red clover or sweet clover when later 
subjected to a germination test. 
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HEATING IN WET BLOTTERS.—Seeds which remained hard after a 6-day 
germination test at 24° C. were subjected in the wet blotters to a tem- 
perature of 36° for the following seven days, during which time duplicate 
lots remained at 24°. Table VII shows the average percentages which ger- 
minated, and which softened but did not germinate. 


TaBLEe VII.—Softening and germination of impermeable clover and alfalfa seeds at 24 
and at 36° C. 





Hy Average percentage 
Number of seeds Average percentage which softened but 
tested at— of germination at— did not germinate 


rs ‘ Number = 
Kind of seed. of tits, at 








24°C. . , 36°C. 








Red clover............ ‘ . ©. 34 
Alsike clover 1, 089 I. 07 : F - 99 
White clover 826 820 41 : I. 34 
Sweet clover 1,604 | 1,607 - 94 ‘ : © 45 
er 519 516 6.31 | 10.14 22 
Crimson clover 48 | 56 1.92 | 18.27 . 96 




















1. A larger percentage of the seeds softened at 36° than at 24°. C. 
The differences were small with red-clover, white-clover, and sweet- 
clover seed, somewhat larger with alsike-clover and alfalfa seed, and 
over 16 per cent with crimson-clover seed. 

2. With the exception of white-clover seed at 36° C. nearly all the 
seeds which softened germinated. However, a somewhat larger propor- 
tion of the seeds which softened failed to germinate at 36° than at 24°. 

In view of the very slight effect of heating at 36° C. for seven days 
in wet blotters, it hardly seems possible that soaking clover seeds over 
night in water at 34° before planting can bring about the germination 
of impermeable seeds as suggested recently by Miiller (13). 


EFFECT OF FREEZING TEMPERATURES ON THE GERMINATION OF IMPERMEABLE 
LEGUMINOUS SEEDS 


One instance has already been mentioned in which impermeable sweet 
clover seeds previously lying dormant in the soil produced seedlings 
after a few days of freezing weather. (See Table VI.) A series of experi- 
ments was begun late in December, 1909, to test further the effect of 
freezing temperatures on the subsequent germination of impermeable 
leguminous seeds. The seeds used had lain in water without softening 
for 114 to 5 months previous to the beginning of the experiment. 

Different lots of the seeds were tested in a germinating chamber at 
about 20° C., in very moist soil in drinking glasses which were covered 
with black paper to exclude the light, and in soil in greenhouse flats. All 
of the seeds were subjected to freezing temperatures either before or 
during the germination tests, as follows: 
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The seeds which were tested in a germinating chamber at 20° C. were 
previously subjected, either dry or in small vials of water, to a tempera- 
ture of about —10° C. One lot of each sample was given this treatment 
for 9 days and another lot during two periods of 9 days and 16 days, 
respectively, with an intervening period of a few hours in the laboratory 
at ordinary room temperature. As one exposure to this temperature 
had practically the same effect as two such exposures, only the average 
results of the tests of the two lots are herein considered. 


TaBLE VIII.—Germination of impermeable leguminous seeds with and without freezing 





| 
be “a | Tested Tested 


cham. | in soit | #20! 
; Germination, ber ‘ cd 

Kind of seed. Test No. | impermeable seeds, and after "ied OW! house 
dead seeds. freez- jedge; flats; 

ing pa an Sue 
in uring 
water, | test. 








Percentage of ger- 21 
mination, 
Percentage of im- 65 
permeable seeds. 
Percentage of dead 14 
seeds. 
Percentage of ger- 32 
mination. 
Percentage of im- 57 
permeable seeds. j 
Percentage of dead 
seeds. 
Percentage of ger- 
mination, 
Percentage of im- 
permeable seeds. 
Percentage of dead 
seeds. 
Percentage of ger- 
mination. 

. Percentage of im- 
White clover caiemalie seeds. 
Percentage of dead 

seeds. 
Percentage of ger- 
mination. 
Percentage of im- 
permeable seeds. 
Percentage of dead 
seeds. 
Percentage of ger- 
mination. ‘ 
Percentage of im- 
Alfalfa permeable seeds. 
Percentage of dead 
seeds. 
Percentage of ger- 
FR nm 
ercentage of im- 
Black locust voc. seeds. 
Percentage of dead 
seeds, 


Red clover 





Alsike clover 








Sweet clover 
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The seeds in the drinking glasses were so placed that they could be 
examined through the glass. The drinking glasses were kept on a shaded 
window ledge outside the laboratory during two periods of 10 days and 
14 days, respectively. Each of these periods included several cold days 
during which the soil became frozen clear to the bottoms of the glasses. 
During an intervening period of 9 days and again after the second period 
on the window ledge they were kept in the laboratory at ordinary room 
temperature. 

The greenhouse flats were kept outdoors during the entire experiment. 
The soil in them was alternately frozen and thawed at intervals during 
the first two or three months. ; 

Check tests were madein a germinating chamber at about 20° C. 
without previous treatment of the seeds. 

All of the tests were continued until March 24, 1910, and those in the 
greenhouse flats until May 7, 1910. 

Table VIII shows the percentages of the seeds which germinated or 
produced seedlings in the different tests, the percentages which remained 
impermeable, and the percentages which softened but did not germinate 
in all of the tests except those which were conducted in greenhouse flats. 

1. Subjection to a freezing temperature previous to the germination 
test slightly increased the percentages of the impermeable red-clover, 
white-clover, alfalfa, and black-locust seeds which germinated. In 
some cases, especially when the seeds had been frozen in water, this 
treatment increased also the percentages which softened but did not 
germinate. This latter effect is partly the result of the fact that a part 
of the seeds which softened after the first period of freezing were killed 
by the second freezing. 

The impermeable sweet-clover seeds were wholly unaffected by this 
treatment. 

2. The effect of freezing the impermeable seeds in soil in drinking 
glasses was similar to but greater than the effect of subjecting them to a 
freezing temperature previous to a germination test in a germinating 
chamber. Nearly all of the seeds which softened following each period 
upon the window ledge softened during the first few succeeding days in 
the laboratory. 

3. The percentages of the impermeable seeds of the clovers and alfalfa 
which produced seedlings in the greenhouse flats with frequent freezing 
and thawing were much greater than the percentages which germinated 
in the germinating chamber or in the drinking glasses. This was par- 
ticularly noticeable with the sweet-clover and alfalfa seeds. Nearly all 
of the seedlings appeared during warm days immediately following 
freezing weather. , 

Only 8 per cent of the impermeable black-locust seeds produced seed- 
lings, and these few seedlings appeared after settled warm weather had 
begun late in March. 
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EFFECT OF ALTERNATIONS OF TEMPERATURE ON THE GERMINATION OF IMPERMEABLE 
CLOVER AND ALFALFA SEEDS 


Seeds remaining impermeable after from 4 months to over 12 months 
in wet blotters were kept in a chamber at room temperature for 49 days. 
The seeds were then kept for 50 days in chambers which, during a large 
part of the time, were heated daily to about 30° C. and then allowed to 
cool slowly to room temperature. Finally the seeds were again kept in 
chambers at room temperature for 51 days. ‘Table IX summarizes the 
germination records for these three successive periods. 


TABLE IX.—Germination of impermeable clover and alfalfa seeds during successive 
periods of similar length with different temperature conditions 





Approximate percentages of ger- 
mination during— 

Number eet Reema 

Kind of seed. — | sodays 

seeds used,| © days at | withfre- | 51 daysat 
*| room tem- quent | room tem- 

perature. | heating to | perature. 

30° C, 





Red clover 2, 382 
Alsike clover 118 
White clover 270 
Sweet clover 637 
Alfalfa 230 











The use of the alternating temperatures increased very slightly the 
germination of red-clover, alsike-clover, and white-clover seed, but did 
not influence the germination of sweet-clover and alfalfa seed. In no 
case did more than 11 per cent of the impermeable clover seeds germinate 
in the five months included in the three periods of observation. 

Clover seeds which remained impermeable after various lengths of time 
in wet blotters were tested for germination at 1° C. in an ice box averag- 
ing about 10°, at 20°, at 30°, and with daily alternations between each 
two of these temperatures. When alternations of temperature were used, 
the seeds were kept in the chamber at the warmer temperature for about 
seven hours of each day and in the chamber at the cooler temperature the 
remainder of the day. In each test a succession of several temperature 
conditions was used, each condition being maintained for several days. 

Figure 4 shows graphically the results of a series of tests of red-clover 
seeds from a single original lot which remained impermeable after four 
days’ soaking in water. During these tests many seeds softened and 
remained for several days after softening at a temperature too cold for 
their germination. These softened seeds, as well as those which softened 
at warmer temperatures, invariably germinated later if subjected to a 
temperature favorable for germination. In order to emphasize the 
effects of the different temperatures, figure 4 shows only the rates of 
softening of the seeds without regard to their immediate germination. 
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During the first few days of the test from 5 to 7 per cent of the seeds 
softened under each temperature condition, showing that not all the 
easily permeable seeds had been removed by the previous soaking. 
After the first seven days the rate of softening varied according to the 
temperature conditions of the different tests. 

1. When the alternation of temperatures from the ice box to 30° C. 
was used after a period of incubation in the ice box the seed softened 
rapidly for a few days, but the rate of softening diminished greatly 
within a week and soon fell off almost entirely. 
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Fic. 4.—Curves showing the rate of softening of impermeable red-clover seeds under different temperature 
conditions. 


2. While 32 per cent of the seeds softened when the alternation of 
temperatures was used after 35 days in the ice box, only 22 per cent 
softened with the same alternation after 14 days in the ice box. 

3. When the alternation of temperatures followed 35 days at 30°, 
only 2 per cent softened in 19 days. 

Results similar to those just outlined have been obtained with red- 
clover, alsike-clover, white-clover, and sweet-clover seeds which had pre- 
viously remained impermeable in wet blotters for from two years to five 
years. The alternation from 1° to 30° C. has been as effective as the 
alternation from 10° to 30°. The alternation from 1° or 10° to 20° has 
had somewhat less effect. In any case the effectiveness of an alternation 
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has always depended upon a previous incubation of the seeds at a cool 
temperature. Usually the longer the previous period of cool incubation 
the greater has been the effect of the alternation. Alternations from 
1° to 10° or from 20° to 30° had little or no effect. 

In some cases more than go per cent of seeds which had previously 
remained impermeable in wet blotters for several years have softened 
and germinated in a few weeks with a favorable succession of constant 
cool temperatures and alternations of temperature. 

The work outlined in this section is of special interest in connection with 
the following sections. The results here presented would lead one to 
expect that impermeable clover seeds would lie in the soil without change 
during either steady cold weather or constantly warm weather and in 
the fall, when an alternation of warm days and cool nights follows the hot 
summer months, but that many of them would germinate and produce 
seedlings at the beginning of the growing season in the spring when a 
similar alternation follows months of cold winter weather. These results 
also show that subjection to freezing temperatures is not necessary in 
order to prepare the majority of impermeable clover seeds for rapid ger- 
mination. A temperature of about 10° C. does quite as well as 1°, and 
either of these temperatures is much more effective under favorable con- 
ditions than freezing temperatures under conditions which are less 
favorable. (See p. 776-778 and Table VIII.) 


GERMINATION OF SEEDS AFTER PASSING THE WINTER ON OR UNDER THE 
PARENT PLANTS IN THE FIELD 


Seeds which had passed one winter on or under the parent plants in 
the field were gathered the following spring after warm weather had 
begun. The germinating capacity of these seeds and the percentages 
which were impermeable were determined and compared with the ger- 
minating capacity and percentage of impermeable seeds of lots of seed 
which were gathered from the same stands of plants the preceding fall 
and stored in the laboratory during the winter 

The red-clover seeds which were gathered in the spring consisted of 
eight lots from heads which remained intact upon the parent plants and 
were several inches above the ground, and eight other lots from heads 
which were embedded in the mud. 

The alsike-clover, sweet-clover, and yellow-trefoil seeds gathered in 
the spring were all embedded in the mud. A large number both of these 
and of the red-clover seeds which were embedded in the mud had ger- 
minated and produced a dense growth of strong green seedlings 
before they were gathered. Many red-clover seeds had softened, and a 
few had germinated even in the heads which were several inches 
above the soil. About half an inch of soil was taken up with the seed- 
lings which were growing in the soil, and carefully worked over to re- 
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move all the seeds. All seeds which had softened and looked healthy 
were counted as germinated. 

The red-clover seeds which were impermeable when removed from the 
soil or from the seed heads were subjected to a germination test for one 
mouth in a chamber at about 20° C. The seeds which germinated in the 
germinating chamber were included with those which germinated in the 
soil in determining the germinating capacity. 

All the alfalfa seeds gathered in the spring were from pods which 
remained upon the straw a foot or more above the soil. Ninety per 
cent or more of the seeds in these pods were brown and dead, and some 
were partly disintegrated. The remaining 10 per cent or less were 
bright, plump, and yellow. These were retained for the germination 
test. All alfalfa seeds which could be found in the surface soil under 
the plants were dead. 

There were included in the examination 9,723 red-clover seeds, 575 
alsike-clover seeds, 412 sweet-clover seeds, 200 alfalfa seeds, and 99 
yellow-trefoil seeds, which were gathered in the spring. 

Table X gives the results of the investigations. 

TABLE X.—Germination of leguminous seeds after passing the winter on or under the 


parent plants in the field compared with the germination of seeds harvested the previous 
Sall 





Average percentage of— Lt caat 
average 
|percentage 
of the om 
. Season in which previously 
Kind of seed. gathered. wn imperme- 
able which 
became 
perme- 








8 
Merch, 19104... 66 
March, 19109. . 37 
Fall, 1912 15 
April, 1913 ¢... 59 
Fall, 1912 10 
April, 1913 ¢... 63 
Fall, 1913 76 
April, 19144. ..| cE 
April, 1913 ©. ..} 64 
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HOR HN HS 
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Alfalfa. 
Do 








Yellow trefoil. . 


HH ee eee COCOCO CL 











@ From heads embedded in the soil; germination reported includes 1 month in chamber. 

> From heads on the straw above the soil; germination reported includes 1 month in chamber. 
¢ Germination in the field only 

@ From dry heads well above the soil; germination in chamber. 

1. From 52 to 63 per cent of the clover and yellow-trefoil seeds which 
were impermeable in the fall softened after passing the winter in the soil. 
Of the impermeable red-clover seeds which were in heads several inches 
above the soil 30 per cent softened. In the meantime only 1 per cent 
of the impermeable red-clover seeds which were stored in the laboratory 
over the winter became permeable, and the percentage of alsike-clover 
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and sweet-clover seeds which were impermeable increased under dry 
storage in the laboratory. Nearly all of the seeds which softened after 
wintering in the soil or on the plants germinated.’ 

2. Only those alfalfa seeds which remained impermeable survived the 
winter on the plants. Only 3 per cent of those seeds gathered in the 
spring germinated and 97 per cent were impermeable. Of those gathered 
in the fall 76 per cent germinated and 22 per cent were impermeable, only 
2 per cent being dead. 

Additional tests were made upon self-sowed seed in February and 
March, 1916, taking advantage of the effect of a favorable alternation of 
temperatures upon the softening of the seeds (see p. 779-781), as follows: 

One lot of self-sowed red-clover seed and two lots of self-sowed sweet- 
clover seed, with the soil in which they were embedded, were gathered on 
February 29 and immediately placed in an ice box in which the tempera- 
ture was constantly somewhat below 10° C. During the next few days 
the seeds were separated from the soil without allowing them to become 
dry at any time. Both before and after removing them from the soil they 
were daily alternated between the ice box and the germinating chamber 
at 30°. 

Many seeds had produced seedlings, and others had softened but had not 
germinated in the field. Many of the seed which were impermeable when 
taken into the laboratory softened in the next four days. After the 
fourth day there was very little change during the following three weeks, 
although the seeds were incubated in the ice box for nine days and then 
again alternated between the ice box and the chamber at 30° C. 

The numbers of seeds and seedlings recovered from the soil were as 
follows: Of red clover, 4,610; of the two lots of sweet clover, 1,508 and 
and 980, respectively. By the end of the fourth day after coilecting the 
seeds, 86, 54, and 66 per cent of these different lots had softened either in 
the field or in the laboratory. If it be assumed that go per cent of these 
seeds were impermeable the preceding fall, it can be calculated that 84, 
49, and 62 per cent of the impermeable seeds softened. 

Besides the leguminous seeds already considered, eight lots of okra 
seeds were gathered in April, 1913, after passing the winter in the field. 
The great majority of these seeds were dead, but the percentage of dead 
seeds varied according to the previous exposure, being 69 per cent of the 
seeds in closed pods on the ground, 91 per cent of the seeds in closed 
pods on the stalks, 95 per cent of the seeds in opened pods on the stalks, 
99 per cent of the seeds in opened pods on the ground, and all of the 
shelled seeds lying loose on the ground. Of the seeds which softened 
without clipping none germinated except of those which had been win- 
tered in closed pods on the ground, where they had the full protection 





1 In this connection Hume’s observations on sweet clover in South Dakota are interesting (12). Unhulled 
sweet-clover seed was sowed in August, r9rr andin 1912. Only a few seedlings were produced the year the 
seeds were sowed, but in each case a good stand of sweet-clover plants came up the following spring. 
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of the pod and a part of the time the protection of a snow cover. Of 
seeds which were gathered from the same cultivated rows the preceding 
fall and stored in the laboratory, 23 per cent germinated, 71 per cent 
were impermeable, and only 6 per cent were dead. 


PRODUCTION OF SEEDLINGS BY IMPERMEABLE SEEDS DURING ONE YEAR 
IN GREENHOUSE FLATS WITH FREEZING AND THAWING 


Seeds of a number of lots of red clover, alsike clover, white clover, 
sweet clover, crimson clover, alfalfa, and okra were sowed in rows in 
greenhouse flats on March 18, 1911, and the tests were continued for 12 
months. 

From November 18 to December 11 and again from December 20 to 
January 25 the flats were outdoors. Each of these periods included 
some very cold days during which the soil in the flats became thoroughly 
frozen. 

During the eight months previous to November 18, during the nine 
days between the two outdoor periods, and again from the end of the 
second period out of doors on January 25 to the end of the experiment 
on March 19, 1912, the flats were kept in a greenhouse. 

At the end of the first 11 days with the clovers and alfalfa and at the 
end of the first 22 days with okra the percentages of seedling production 
in the greenhouse flats were approximately the same as the percentages 
of germination in a germinating chamber in, respectively, 4 and 10 days. 
All seedlings which appeared after the first 11 or 22 days were considered 
as being produced by impermeable seeds. 

Although the experiment was continued in the greenhouse for nearly 
two months after the end of the second period of freezing, very few 
seedlings were produced after the first week of that time. 

At the end of the experiment the soil was dried, broken up, and sifted 
through sieves of the proper sizes, and as many as possible of the seeds 
which still remained impermeable were recovered. 


TABLE XI.—Production of seedlings by impermeable clover, alfalfa, and okra seeds 
when submitted to freezing and thawing 
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Calculated percentages 
of the impermeable Percentages of the 
Number of | Seeds which produced | impermeable seeds— 
imperme- seedlings. 
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or lost. 





Red clover 28 
Alsike clover ‘ 23 
White clover 15 
Sweet clover 61 
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Table XI shows the calculated percentages of the impermeable seeds 
which produced seedlings before and after the freezing of the soil, the 
percentages which were recovered from the soil after the experiment, 
and the percentages which decayed or were lost. 

1. From one-third to one-half of the impermeable seeds of alfalfa, 
crimson clover, and okra produced seedlings during the first eight months, 
while the flats remained in the greenhouse, but no crimson-clover seedlings 
and only a few seedlings of the other species appeared after the periods 
of freezing. 

2. A small percentage of the impermeable seeds of red clover, alsike 
clover, white clover, and sweet clover produced seedlings in the first eight 
months, and a considerably larger percentage after the freezing of the 
soil. The seedling production after the freezing of the soil was particu- 
larly large (61 per cent) with sweet clover. 

3. Only small percentages of the seeds were recovered from the soil 
at the close of the experiment. Approximately one-fourth of the sweet- 
clover seeds and approximately one-half of the seeds of the other species 
of plants were unaccounted for. While undoubtedly a few of these were 
lost, the majority of them must have softened and decayed during the 
experiment. The surface of the soil was at times crusted, and toward 
the end of the experiment much of it was thickly overgrown with moss. 


These conditions probably prevented some seedlings from reaching the 
surface even when the seeds germinated normally. 


PRODUCTION OF LEGUMINOUS SEEDLINGS IN THE FIELD COMPARED WITH 
GERMINATION IN A GERMINATING CHAMBER 


In May, 1912, and again in May, 1913, field tests were conducted in 
comparison with chamber germination tests. The soil used was a rich 
sandy loam which held water well and was easily pierced by the young 
seedlings. 

Table XII shows the percentages of impermeable seeds (determined in 
chamber test), the percentages of chamber germination in from four to 
eight days, and the percentages of seedling production in from ten to 
twenty days. 

1. In the tests of 1912 the percentages of germination were greater than 
the percentages of seedling production in the field. However, those lots 
which contained small percentages of impermeable seeds produced much 
larger percentages of seedlings than those lots which contained large 
percentages of impermeable seeds. 

2. There was a striking difference between those stands of plants 
secured from lots of impermeable seed and those stands secured from 
lots of seed but few of which were impermeable. Plate CVI shows this 
difference for alsike-clover and white-clover plants produced in 1912. 
The photographs were taken about four months after the seeds were 
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planted. In each photograph the two side rows were from one lot of 
seed over 90 per cent of which germinated in the chamber (Table XII, 
No. 146785 and 145571), and the middle row, with only a few scattered 
plants, was from a lot of seed over 90 per cent of which was impermeable 
(Table XII, No. 140624 and 140670). The same number of seeds was 
planted in each row and both lots of each kind of seed were planted on 
the same day. 


TABLE XII.—Sceedling production by leguminous seeds in the field compared with germi- 
nation in a germinating chamber 





Percentage Percentage Percentage 
ofimper- | of germi- f seedli 
meable | nationin |° 7 i ey 
Kind of seed and year in which test was made. seeds ac- |chamberin 4t sr t ig 
cording to | from four | , com ch 
chamber | toeight | *° —" 
test. days. ays. 








83843 46 38 
85371 34 29 
85454-0 62 49 
Red clover 85454-1 28 28 
124135 81 18 8 
146458 94 67 
= 95 59 
a 140624 4+ 3 
Alsike clover 146785 96 80 
Pas : 140670 4 3 
White clover 145571 94 69 
. - 2940 3 5 
Sweet clover 123687 45 28 
Alfalf: re - “ 
alfa 140673 97 65 


82955 32 
149080 93 
140624 3 
148714 80 
1406070 7 
148502 83 

78539 6 9 
119982 64 

jG Basses 44 
149305 84 
eae 73 




















2 


3. Figure 5 represents graphically for each lot of seed used in 191 3 the 
percentage of germination in 8 days, the percentage of seedlings pro- 
duced in the field in from 16 to 18 days, and the sum of percentage of 
germination and percentage of impermeable seeds. The space between 
the line at the top of the figure (germination plus impermeable seeds) 
and the lowest line in the figure (chamber germination) represents the 
percentage of impermeable seeds in each lot. The line representing 
chamber germination crosses the line representing seedling production at 
a point which corresponds to 60 per cent of germination, with nearly all 
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of the other 40 per cent of the seeds impermeable. When more than 40 
per cent of the seeds in a lot were impermeable the percentage of seedling 
production was greater than the percentage of chamber germination; 
when less than 4o per cent were impermeable, chamber germination 
exceeded seedling production. We see here undoubtedly the combined 
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L 7) 
Fic. s.—Curves of the seedling production in the field in 16 to 18 days and of the germination in chamber 
in 8 days. 
effect of two separate conditions: First, a larger percentage of the 
impermeable seeds germinated in the field than in the chamber; second, 
some of the seeds which germinated in the soil did not produce seedlings 

which penetrated the overlying soil and were counted. 
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FIELD TESTS AND CHAMBER GERMINATION TESTS CONTINUED FOR ONE YEAR 


The field tests begun in May, 1913, were kept under observation for 
nearly 13 months. In making these tests 500 seeds of each lot were 
spaced 2 inches apart in rows 4 inches apart in well-prepared beds which 
had been steam sterilized to kill weed seeds. 

Observations were made frequently throughout the summer and as 
late as the middle of October. The plants were occasionally thinned to 
prevent crowding and to facilitate the observations. Early in November 
the beds were covered with cheesecloth on wooden frames to protect 
them from contamination by other seeds. 

No observations were made after the cheesecloth covers were put in 
place until January 2 and 3 at the close of a period of warm, rainy 
weather. At this time there were a large number of new seedlings in 
the beds which were planted with lots of seed containing large percent- 
ages of impermeable seeds and a few in beds which were planted with 
lots of seed containing small percentages of impermeable seeds. Many 
of these seedlings had been heaved out by preceding freezes and there 
were evidences that some seedlings had been destroyed by insects. All 
of the seedlings which appeared in January and were not otherwise 
destroyed were killed by subsequent freezing and thawing. 

By the 23d of March healthy clover seedlings of all kinds had appeared 
in abundance in protected places in the vicinity of the sterilized beds. 
On this day the cheesecloth covers were permanently removed. 


TaBLEy XIII.—Seedling production by impermeable clover and alfalfa seeds in the field 
in 1214 months compared with germination in a germinating chamber 





Calculated percentages of impermeable seed which 
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produced seedlings in field. ri bie 


of imperme- 
: | able seeds 
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Red clover 18 
Alsike clover 10 
White clover C4 
Sweet CLOVE... 6. cece cc ccna 17 
Alfalfa I 


“Iuunus! 
romesn 


wn 














a These seedlings appearing in midwinter were killed by later freezing. 

> Produced 1914 stand of plants. 

¢ About three-fifths of the white-clover bed became so covered with the growth of plants produced in 
1913 that observations the following winter and spring had to be confined to the other two-fifths of the 
bed. From these observations the percentages for the whole bed were calculated. 


No new seedlings appeared during February, which was very cold, 
New growth began late in March and new seedlings appeared in increasing 
numbers from this time to about the middle of April and more slowly 
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thereafter until about the middle of May. Very few appeared later than 
May 20. Wherever these seedlings were densely shaded by healthy 
plants of the preceding season they grew tall and slender at first and 
ultimately disappeared. 

Table XIII shows the calculated percentages of the impermeable seeds 
of lots originally containing large percentages of impermeable seeds 
which produced seedlings during the first 16 to 18 days, the first spring 
and summer, during the following winter, during the following spring, and 
the total percentages of impermeable seeds which produced seedlings in 
the field and which germinated in the chamber in 1214 months. 

1. From 5 to 16 per cent of the impermeable seeds of alsike clover, 
white clover, and sweet clover and 31 per cent of the impermeable red- 
clover seeds germinated in the chamber in 124% months. During the 
same time 74 per cent of the impermeable red-clover seeds and from 50 
to 58 per cent of the impermeable seeds of the other kinds of clover pro- 
duced seedlings in the field. Of these seedlings from one-twentieth to 
one-fourth appeared during the season in which the seeds were planted, 
from one-twelfth to one-third appeared during the following winter, but 
were killed before the winter was over, and the remainder, representing 
from one-fourth to one-half of the whole number of impermeable seeds 
planted, appeared in the spring of 1914 and produced the 1914 stand of 
plants. 

2. Of the impermeable alfalfa seeds 74 per cent produced seedlings in 
the field during the first season and 1 per cent the following winter, while 
only 66 per cent germinated in the chamber in 124% months. No obser- 
vations were made on this lot in the field in the spring of 1914. 

3. From one-fourth to one-half of the impermeable seeds of the differ- 
ent kinds either remained impermeable in the soil or softened and died. 

Figure 6 shows graphically the percentages of seedling production in 
the field and of germination in chamber in 1244 months, and the sum of 
percentages of germination and of impermeable seeds according to 
chamber test. The different lots of seed are represented in the same 
order here as in figure 5, and the curve at the top of the figure is the same 
as occurs at the top of figure 5. 

At the end of a year the seedling production by all the lots which con- 
tained large percentages of impermeable seeds had surpassed the germi- 
nation in the chamber by an amount roughly proportional to the per- 
centages of impermeable seeds which they contained. With all the lots 
which contained small percentages of impermeable seeds except sweet 
clover 119982 the percentages of seedling production in the field, even 
after 12!4 months, were less than the percentages of chamber germination 
in eight days. 
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SUMMARY OF SEEDLING PRODUCTION IN SOIL BY IMPERMEABLE CLOVER 
AND ALFALFA SEEDS 


The resuks of a number of separate experiments on seedling produc- 
tion by impermeable seeds have been discussed in the preceding pages. 
The different series of tests were made at different times and with differ- 
ent lots of seed. Although this fact makes a direct comparison of the 
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Fic. 6.—Curves of the seedling production in the field and of the germination in chamber in 12)4 months, 
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results of the different series of tests impossible, some important consid- 
erations are emphasized by grouping the different series together, as in 
Table XIV. The results of check tests conducted in germinating cham- 
bers are included if such check tests were made; also the percentages of 
chamber germination of impermeable seeds in one year taken from 
Table III. 
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TaBLE XIV.—Production of <r by impermeable seeds; assembled results of 
different experiments 





Average percentage of the impermeable 
seeds which germinated or produced 
seedlings. 


Place and description of test. Damen of 





a Oe 
Red | Alsike | White | Sweet ’ 
clover. | clover. | clover. | clover. \Alfalfa. 








Greenhouse (p. 774) et 16 
Check in germination chamber, room | 
temperature | asi: ee 
Cold frame.(Table VI) | 6 months... 
Cold frame, with freezing (Table VIII), 4 months... 
Check in germination chamber, room | 
temperature | 3 months... 
Seedlings produced in spring from 
seeds wintered in — Table X). 
Seedlings produced in spring from 
seeds wintered in field (p. 23). 
Cold frame and greenhouse with win- 
ter freezing (Table XI). 
Field, in actlilecd beds (Table XIII). 
Check in germination chamber, room 
temperature. 
Germination chamber; average of 
several commercial lots (Table III) 














@ When alfalfa seeds were in a frozen medium during any part of the experiment, nearly all seedlings 
——— freezing occurred. 

¢ Calculated from heads embedded in the soil. 

4 Calculated. 

1. In each series of tests a large proportion of the impermeable alfalfa 
seeds produced seedlings in the soil. It should be remarked that in each 
series of tests nearly all of the seedlings produced from impermeable 
alfalfa seeds appeared during the first month or two of the experiment 
and that very few alfalfa seedlings appeared after the freezing of the soil 
except when the seeds were too cold to germinate from the beginning of 
the test period until after the freezing had occurred. (See Table VIII 
and accompanying text.) An examination of alfalfa seeds which had 
passed one winter under the parent plants shows that continued severe 
freezing and thawing in wet soil will soften and kill practically all (p. 783). 

2. With each of the various kinds of clover the percentage of seedling 
production was small when no freezing of the soil occurred during the 
experiment.! Seedling production from impermeable clover seeds was 
greatly increased by the freezing of the soil and was greatest (except with 
sweet clover) in the series of field tests which were continued for a year. 

In every series of experiments in which check tests were made in the 
germination chamber the average percentage of seedling production both 
of alfalfa and of the clovers was greater than the average percentage of 





In a few cases with individual lots of seed of alsike clover and white clover, a large percentage of the im- 
permeable seeds produced seedlings in a short time in soil in a moderately warm greenhouse. These cases 
were so rare as to be almost negligible. 
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chamber germination. The differences were insignificant in some cases, 
but were very large in the field tests of the clovers continued for one year. 

In this connection the effect of temperatures a few degrees above freez- 
ing should be emphasized. The laboratory tests in which certain alterna- 
tions of temperature were used following cool constant temperatures show 
conclusively that actual freezing is not necessary in order to cause the 
subsequent softening and germination of many impermeable clover seeds 
(p. 781). Moreover, in many cases larger percentages of the impermeable 
seeds softened and germinated in these tests than in any of the tests with 
seeds which had passed the cold winter months in the soil under the parent 
plants (p. 781-784). These facts indicate that.impermeable clover seeds 
would germinate as well if sowed several weeks before the beginning of 
warm weather in the spring as if sowed the preceding fall. In addition, 
spring sowing would avoid the danger of winter-killing softened seeds or 
young seedlings. 

USE OF IMPERMEABLE SEEDS 


The value to the farmer of the impermeable seeds occurring in any lot 
of seed will vary according to the kind of seed, the germinating capacity, 
the percentage of impermeable seeds in the lot of seed under considera- 
tion, the age of the seed, and the time of sowing the seed. 

Impermeable alfalfa seed sowed late in the spring is of more value to 


the crop than impermeable sweet-clover seed sowed at the same time. 

If the percentage of impermeable seed in a given lot is small (10 per 
cent or less) and the rest of the lot consists of strong, germinable seeds, 
the impermeable seeds are of little importance both because of their few- 
ness in comparison with the seeds which germinate readily and because 
of the varying quantities of seed which are sowed according to common 
practice. It is when the impermeable seeds constitute a large percentage 
of the seed in a given lot that their real value becomes a question of agri- 
cultural importance. 

In seed that is several years old the viability of the permeable seeds 
may have become so low that the impermeable seeds, which lose their 
vitality more slowly, are relatively much more important than in lots of 
fresh, new seeds. 

Impermeable clover seed sowed early in the spring is of more value 
than the same seed sowed later, when the weather has become settled and 
warm. 

The following general rules, based upon the experimental results and 
upon the considerations just outlined, are suggested as guides in agricul- 
tural practice with the plants investigated. 


Assuming that all seeds have been tested for germinating capacity and percentage 
of impermeable seeds, calculate the amount of seed to sow as specified below. 
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I. RED CLOVER, ALSIKE CLOVER, WHITE CLOVER, AND WHITE SWEET CLOVER 


A. When seed is to be sowed in the late spring or summer.—Consider one-tenth of 
the impermeable seed as good. Add one-tenth of the percentage of impermeable seed 
to the percentage of germination. Calculate from this sum the quantity of seed of the 
given lot necessary to give the desired quantity of good germinable seed. For exam- 
ple: It is desired to sow per acre the equivalent of 15 pounds of viable seed none of 
which is impermeable. Fifty per cent of the lot of seed to be used germinates and 
40 per cent is impermeable. To 50 per cent add one-tenth of 4o per cent, or 4 per 
cent. Consider 54 percent as good. Then divide 15 by 0.54. The quotient, or 27.8, 
is the number of pounds of seed to sow per acre. In the form of an equation we have 
the following statement: 

Number of 

Number of pounds good seed desired per acre _} pounds 

Percentage of germination+1/10 the percentage of impermeable seed | to sow 
per acre, 








a 
or agetoao 
10 

The impermeable seeds remaining in the ground will constitute a reserve which, 
under favorable conditions in a cold climate, will improve any thin areas in the stand 
the follo ving spring. This, however, should not be counted upon, as spots not occu- 
pied by desirable plants before the second growing season will almost certainly be 
appropriated by more rapidly growing weeds unless the field is unusually free from 
weed seeds. 

B. When seeding in the late fall or winter or in the spring a month or so before the 
end of freezing weather.—Consider all of the impermeable seeds as good. Add the 
percentage of impermeable seeds to the percentage of germination. Calculate from 
the sum the quantity of seed to be used, as under A. For instance, in the example 
given under A add 40 per cent to 50 per cent, which gives a total of gopercent. Then 
- divide 15 byo.9. The quotient, 16.7, is the number of pounds to sow per acre. Prob- 
ably not all the impermeable seeds will soften and produce seedlings, but the seed- 
lings produced by them will be less liable to injury than the seedlings produced by 
permeable seeds which soften immediately, germinate on the first warm days, and may 
be killed by subsequent freezing. 

C. When seeding in the spring after danger of severe frost but a month or more before 
the end of cool weather.—Consider two-thirds of the impermeable seeds as good and 
proceed as under A and B. 


2. ALFALFA AND CRIMSON CLOVER 


To the percentage of germination add two-thirds of the percentage of impermeable 
seeds and calculate the quantity of seed to be used as given under red clover. More 
than two-thirds of the impermeable seeds may germinate, but not soon enough to com- 
pete with weeds. 


3. HAIRY VETCH 


To the percentage of germination add one-half of the percentage of impermeable 
seeds as a basis for calculating the quantity of seed to be used. Proceed as under red 
clover. 

4. OKRA 


To the percentage of germination add one-fourth of the percentage of impermeable 
seeds as a basis for determining the quantity of seed to sow, and proceed as under red 
clover. More than one-fourth of the impermeable seed will probably germinate, but 
too late to contribute to a uniform stand. 


52170°—16——3 
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CONCLUSION 


By “impermeable seeds” is meant those seeds all parts of whose seed 
coats are impermeable to water at temperatures favorable for germination. 

It is impossible to distinguish between impermeable and permeable 
seeds except by testing their ability to absorb water at a temperature 
favorable for germination. 

The production of impermeable seeds is particularly characteristic of 
the Leguminosae, but it occurs also in many other plant families. 

Among the cultivated species which sometimes produce impermeable 
seeds are okra, hollyhock, alfilaria, atriplex, asparagus, morning-glory, 
canna, cherry tomato, and nearly all of the cultivated species of Legumi- 
nosae. 

Impermeable seeds frequently retain their vitality for many years, 
sometimes for at least as many as 80 years. 

Fresh impermeable seeds germinate promptly when the seed coat is 
broken or becomes permeable. 

The viability of fresh impermeable seeds is frequently greater than the 
viability of fresh seeds of the same species which are permeable. 

Seeds of the common clovers, alfalfa, and hairy vetch which are im- 
permeable at the end of three to five years under laboratory conditions 
of storage retain their vitality apparently unimpaired up to that time. 
The viability of the permeable seeds in the same lots decreases slightly 
in the second and third year and more in subsequent years. 

In dry storage nearly all impermeable alsike-clover, white-clover, and 
sweet-clover seeds remain impermeable until at least 2 or 3 years old. 
Impermeable red-clover seeds become permeable gradually in dry 
storage, but from one-third to two-thirds of them may still be imperme- 
able after four years. The majority of impermeable alfalfa and hairy- 
vetch seeds become permeable before they are 2 years old. Okra 
seeds become less permeable as their age increases. 

In wet blotters nearly all impermeable alfalfa, crimson-clover, hairy- 
vetch, and okra seeds soften and germinate in one year, though a very 
few may remain impermeable even after three or four years. Imperme- 
able seeds of red clover, alsike clover, white clover, and sweet clover 
soften and germinate more slowly, but with no uniformity as to rate. 
All germinate within one year in some cases, while in other cases over 
50 per cent are still impermeable after four years. 

Impermeable clover seeds which were thoroughly matured before 
harvesting soften and germinate more slowly under conditions favorable 
for germination than do impermeable seeds of the same species which 
were less well matured; they also become permeable more slowly in dry 
storage. 

Impermeable seeds become permeable more rapidly in wet blotters 
than in dry storage. 
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It is impossible to estimate even approximately in advance the pro- 
portion of the impermeable seeds in any given lot which will germinate 
in any given length of time under ordinary germination conditions. 

A widely variable proportion of the impermeable seeds of alfalfa, 
crimson clover, and the larger seeded commercial species included in this 
investigation produce seedlings promptly in the soil under greenhouse 
conditions or in the open field in warm weather. Only in exceptional 
cases is this true of the impermeable seeds of the clovers, other than 
crimson clover. 

The use of aqueous extracts from soil has no effect, and alternate 
wetting and drying of the seeds has but little effect on the germination 
of impermeable seeds. 

Within ordinary limits neither the depth of planting nor the firmness 
of the soil affects the germination of impermeable clover and alfalfa 
seeds under greenhouse conditions. These factors may affect the stand 
secured by preventing some of the seedlings from reaching the surface. 

Storing impermeable clover and alfalfa seeds at a temperature of 50° 
C. for one day or at 45° for six months has little or no effect upon their 
germinating capacity or permeability. 

In wet blotters a temperature of 36° very slightly increases the softening 
of the impermeable seeds, but also kills some of the seeds. 

Freezing, when wet, causes the subsequent germination of many 
impermeable seeds, but may kill some seeds which had previously 
softened. 

Any constant temperature from 1° C. to 30° has little effect upon the 
softening of impermeable clover seeds. 

Alternations of temperature have but little effect on the softening and 
germination of impermeable clover and alfalfa seeds if none of the tem- 
peratures used in the alternation is cooler than 20° C. 

Alternations of temperature cause the softening and germination of 
many impermeable clover seeds when a temperature of 10° or cooler is 
used in alternation with a temperature of 20° or warmer. The effect of 
such an alternation of temperature is greatly increased by previously 
exposing the seeds to germination conditions at a cool temperature 
(10° C. or cooler), and is decreased by previously exposing the seeds to 
germination conditions at a warm temperature (30°). 

Even under the most favorable conditions only a small proportion of 
impermeable red-clover, alsike-clover, white-clover, and white sweet- 
clover seeds produces seedlings promptly in the soil when sowed in 
warm weather. 

Impermeable seeds of red clover, alsike clover, white clover, and 
white sweet clover will pass the winter in the soil in a freezing climate 
without injury. At least 50 or 60 per cent of them may be expected to 
germinate in the soil the following spring unless a part of them germinate 
during warm weather in the winter. If this occurs, the seedlings pro- 
duced in the winter are liable to be killed by subsequent freezing. 
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A large proportion of impermeable alfalfa, crimson-clover, okra, 
and hairy-vetch seeds will germinate in the soil during the first few 
months after planting, some of them early enough to be of importance 
to the crop. 

Nearly all alfalfa and okra seeds, even if they are impermeable in 
the fall, are killed when they pass the winter in the soil or on the plants 
out of doors in a freezing climate. A small proportion of the impermeable 
alfalfa seeds survive with their vitality uninjured. Some of the okra 
seeds remain impermeable during the winter, but the majority even of 
those which remain impermeable are killed by the winter’s exposure. 
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Fig. 1.—A row of alsike clover from impermeable seeds between two rows from 


permeable seeds. 
Fig. 2.—A row of white clover from impermeable seeds between two rows from 


permeable seeds. 
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MENDELISM OF SHORT EARS IN SHEEP 


By E. G. RitzMan, 
Animal Husbandman, New Hampshire Agricultural Experiment Station 


Among the various features under observation in the experimental 
breeding carried on at this Station with sheep the ‘“‘short”’ ear trait is a 
very clear example of a simple Mendelian unit factor. 

Short ears as referred to here are of a distinctive type with nearly 
straight lines running from the base and forming an abrupt, sharp point. 
They are also somewhat thicker than the ordinary type of ear. The 
longest of these ears so far observed in a mature animal measure 7 cm. 
(234 inches). Length as a character therefore forms quite a distinctive 
contrast ' between this type and that of Rambouillet ears, which measure 
about 11.5 cm. (4% inches); Southdowns, which measure about 9.5 cm. 
(334 inches); and Shropshires and native, which measure about 10 cm. 
(4 inches). In fact, all ordinary ear lengths observed among various 
breeds and types seem to run close around 10 cm. (4 inches) or over. 

The experimental data given here are derived from one native ewe 
and her progeny, which number 15 head. This ewe was purchased from 
a neighboring farm with 19 other native ewes, none of which had short 
ears or short-ear offspring. The character of her dam is unknown, but 
her sire is known to have possessed long ears. She was therefore in all 
probability simplex as to the character of ear length. This short-ear 
ewe (No. 69) was bred to a Hampshire ram (No. 3) for three successive 
years, producing three female offspring, all short-eared. Two of these 
died, leaving only one (No. 127). As no F, males of this type were avail- 
able, she was used twice on a back cross with her sire (who was a pure 
long ear) and once on a similar back cross with No. 361 (also a pure long 
ear). From this cross three sets of twins were obtained with an equal 
number of short and long ears, which corresponds to the results expected 
from a back cross of a simplex to the recessive parent in a simple Men- 
delian unit character. She was later bred to her own son (No. 255), 
an offspring of this back cross, who showed the recessive trait. Being 
recessive, he should have been pure to long ears, and the cross on his 
dam should give similar results as the former matings of 127 with pure 
long-eared sires (No. 3 and 361). The actual result was one pair of twins, 
including one short-eared and one long-eared individual. This gave a 
total of four short-eared and four long-eared offspring from simplex x 
recessive parents.” 





1 No intermediate types either as to length, shape, or thickness have so far appeared. 
2 One mating was simplex X extracted recessive. 
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The next type of mating was made with a short-eared male (No. 422), 
who was one of the pair of twins out of No. 127 by her son, and there- 
fore her grandson. No. 422 was therefore simplex. He was bred to 
female 256, a simplex offspring of the first back cross (No. 3 X 127), 
and also to 127, who was simplex. These matings, being simplex X sim- 
plex, correspond to a mating of F, and should give the 3 tor ratio. Four 
offspring were obtained from these matings, three of which had short 
ears and one long, thus giving results again conforming numerically to 
theory as regards segregation of a simple Mendelian dominant charac- 
ter. The following diagram shows the various matings and their re- 
sults. S indicates short ear; L, long ear. 


Parent 3 3L X Parent ? 69S 
91275 QG2225 92548 
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Simplex X extracted recessive -=1$ :1L 


Cross: { $4ssLx 21278 
$4225 f'423L 


9 1279 _ 


Simplex X simplex 95735 9461S Q4oal. on 38 331L 


Cross: { 3 422SX 9256S 3 4225X 
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While the experiment has been discontinued at this Station, a few 
more data have become available this spring, as No. 127 was again 
bred to a pure long-eared ram, though with the primary purpose of 
studying her performance as a twin bearer. She again dropped twins, 
a long-eared and a short-eared individual, which further establishes her 
simplex character with regard to the short-ear trait. No. 462 dropped 
her first lamb this year. As she is a pure recessive and bred to long- 
eared sire, a long-eared offspring was the result, as expected. 

No. 422 and 572 were sent to Dr. C. B. Davenport,’ of the Station 
for Experimental Evolution, of the Carnegie Institute, who bred the 
two and also bred the male to 12 long-eared females. Dr. Davenport re- 
ports that the 12 ewes bred to No. 422 all lambed, 10 of them having 
dropped twins and 2 of them triplets, the short-ear trait appearing in 
about one-half of the offspring, which supports previous data indicating 
his simplex character with regard to short ears. 





1 Acknowledgments are due to Dr. Davenport for valuable advice given during the prosecution of this 
work. 


S 








